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Directorate of Higher Education
Himachal Pradesh

Shimla - 171001
Tel. : 0177-2656621 Fax : 0177-2811347
E-mail : dhe-sml-hp@gov.in

Dr. Amarjeet K. Sharma
Director (Higher Education)

MESSAGE

It is a matter of immense delight for me to know that your

college is going to publish the college magazine.

College magazine is a very useful medium for young
minds to express their bristling ideas and thoughts. It gives a chance
to students, the budding writers, to get the attention of others
through their creative and contemporary writings. It is an essential
ingredient of college regular activities and documentation of such
events. The true purpose of higher education is to open the
horizons for the curious young minds and threﬁne and polish them

in such a way that they become responsible citizens of our country.

I wish your college a great future and grand
success to the college magazine. 1 also congratulate the Editor(s) of

the magazine and wish everyone all the best in their ventures.

Jai Hind. O
A}ﬁf::—"/
(Dr. Amarjeet K. Sharma)
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Editorial

“Every step taken in mindfulness brings us one step closer to healing ourselves and the planet”
Thich Nhat Hanh

Creativity in any form reflects the heightened state of mindfulness. The creation of a poem, fantasy,
fiction, folklore, story or any other art form indicates the mindfulness of people taking the initiative to explore
their capabilities and express their hitherto unexpressed thoughts. Siraj Shikha provides a multilingual platform
for students’ creative genius allowing them to wander in the realm of imagination and experience. The magazine
espouses the institutional spirit based on collective efforts, thoughts and aspirations of students and staff
members.

The tedious task of editing this magazine was made possible by the sincere support of Dr. Dabe Ram,
Prof. Vikas Negi, Dr. Hemlata, Prof. Tikkam, Prof. Ishan, Dr. Sharwan (Editorial Board) and Dr. Vikas Kumar.
The invaluable inputs of the Editorial Board to improve the quality and presentation of the magazine along with
the hard work put in by the student editors and the budding writers will surely stir the minds of young readers,
and make them ponder and reflect on various aspects of life.

I sincerely thank Dr. Joginder Thakur (Principal) for showing unwavering faith in the Editorial Board
and giving us a free hand to exercise our collective creative instincts to experiment with the accepted format of
the magazine.

Happy Reading!
Leena Vaidya
Editor-in-Chief
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— 18 W 27 SFART 2023 dd R WARTS, Yo AT
STHR AT AT I A Iroiig T ISTD 1 AR
PICIRT H AT IRSY. S H 91T foram iR g7
I AT BIHR ST R Ui fid R H
Rmer & wrT forar | 39 JIfaRad Sa1s & Fei °
Aol srmTefie I3 H weIfderad H o fafi=
HHATHAT H T TR TS BIS |

fIeITer 9Tk, IR, T TAT dreididl H ST
faenfrat &1 werefeds @ favy § I9aN &) 18 4
I WIS BT e g9 & forv IR fam |
— 16 W 21 AgWR 2022 P AR RN, [ARae
3THR 3R ISR 3fSlell SR, Ua=T <dl, ST <dl,
TR STeHR AT IIHT I 1 T URTe S Rarerar
H MRS D § T for |




Career Counseling and Placement Cell, O, 9T Jem b
I ~Igd H BIEI DI AU AAT & YT oD
g TAT AR & A= TaRR U&H & Ud B
HT Ged o1 & oy afia $u 9§ &R &2 @1 8 | 99
2022—23 & SR Sch FEIAEerd Aol & e
Sifaarsta WReet gyaiss gRT emaforg fafaes
Tfafaferay &1 9vie 59 bR 8-

— 29 3K 2022 DI TR &I IURATT H Felrg ay
P BE-BERN & ¢ “Communication Skills in
English” {05 W U& Interactive Session (IRER
HaTaTHd ) BT AT fbar 1| 39 <= A
qUeT HAR TEFL/ TESOL Trainer = “Importence of
English Communication in Present Time” TR faemfefai
@ A AU faaR AiE |

— 12 3[FCIR 2022 PHI FEIAETAT H “Website Devel-
opment-Programme” & IR H B3 BRI $I T
BT TAT| I8 HTAHH SOUL Education and
Welfare Society gRT mAiford far am o o i
AZw= Sl 9 “Website Designing” & H¥TaHeT W
foenferl @ fOaRl &1 -y fHar Tar| 39
HRIGH & A sogd [Aenddl & foly I A<IE
T dTell U BRI BT TSI fhar rar s
10 BE-BTRI = 1R foram |

— 10 ATd 2023 P UHS gRT Rifder warei qer
I & § AR & TR AT R BRIBH BT
AT T TT | 99 JadR WR SF. GAl =< defT U,
S ATdd o Rfder Aareil qoIm S1eamue & # SR
P IIER AT STW HART IR B IR H SUReId
faenfdal o STMeRT < d SHe fafir= uedl &
SR feu |

ARIAEIe # QIR BRI Bl U ARNBRI
% Ui ST TRed -1 Ud AT Fefadaxor yd aret
HREUT B T 2022—23 forg AT UHIS BT TS
foram T B | SHa) AT 8. XUt edfere B |
39 PSS & Iid ay¥ 2022—23 # feferRad
Tfafaferay &1 smareE fear |

— 15 THR 2022 B HEIdETAd H AN o
HRA A" B =ia (6 kg, TIRex HfdT,

e anfe gfaRrad smfSta &1 78 |

— 2 A9 2023 I S FART ABM & Aged H b
wRey Sifg RIfaR &1 mare foar T {9+ 150
faenfeal & vaaq wE (Blood Group) ud
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TN BT STig @Y T8 Ud 3 Ry Hdef
SR & T |

— 6 A9 2023 H &H fAfdhcaTery $oc] & FEIM
I Sf. FIgd dE A BT8RN Bl e, faurg,
ORI dr 3y Wy FRHT fAvyg IR SIHaRI &l
goIT St 9T g3 7 AfFTd Wewd] 90T JiResi &
WRRY ¥ AT SHdRI fdenfeal & arer Asm o
TqAT 9D YAl b IR U |

1 fea=R 2022 @1 Y R Ford gRT 999 Ued feaw AIfdener™d & Uremd 1 3fegerdT | #1137 |
39 TR R Ae—Ufdarg, ART ofEH, REdmen Jfe gfaaifiansii &1 ot f&am 7| 15 HRaN! 2023 Bl
<1 faenfeal =1 Ol <l 1 921 & g | & STl doe] W URIET BRI H AN T | /ST AeTfaeiery

A
[
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Long 77.34103°
10/08/22 10:51 AM
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9 Heldenerd H Ul e §AR & Hee
e H ASh gRef dord” g1 faf wfafafert @
ST T AT | 09 HTE 2023 BT ASH YT FoIq
§R1 U BRIHH B A fHar 11 f5aH AR
G, YIER AfbIT T Ao SR  maiford
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Il HEAR @
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TSI ST JruTerell & Yded & ey ﬁ HTCF@F{
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P THY IR dTell Al & vy # garr T |

HEII&TT BT U] Jdg= YIS Sl gl
< ol & HUA Agd § 1 wR @ 2 s
3fTict 9 RITRIR 2022 1 FRIfdETerd H R HrRidTE!
3R 3MMYST Yaerd FHIRT TT IS 3MUGT 3feha
g1 (NDRF) & H8IRT ¥ 3MMUST Y&ed | Hafed

HRIHHE BT AT fhar 17 |
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IuReIfT T et qRIeT H U bl b MR
R AAR® Jeaid fhar Sam 2|
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14 RqawR 2022 @1 =< f9FT @& 99
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IfRIRTAY S Faee oRka=, 1 urs, Jelkd Ud
A YRRIATAY SRR @ S | 39 319
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gaqy Rig IECIENG
(15t in B.5c.3" year) (2nd in B.5c.3" year)

A8 IR
(3" in B.Com. 111)

(%t in B.Com. 111) "% in B.Com. 1)
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...and the tradition continues
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From the editors of English, Science & Commerce Sections

Time plays a significant role in human life, which is a beautiful gift from God to each of us who are
alive. Life arises from the earth and again returns to it in the end, so we should make the most of this gift.
While we grow up in a protected and sheltered environment in school without any worries and uncertainties,
college life brings unexplored pathways and experiences of all kinds along with opportunities to showcase
our talents or make meaningful connections for life.

Siraj Shikha provides one such platform for the students of GC Banjar to express what we feel and
bring forth our hidden voices. We would like to thank our dear teachers for giving us the chance to serve as
student editors for the 2023 edition of the college magazine. Also, a special mention for our friends Meena,
Ganga and Kanika for all their help as part of the editorial team.

Tamanna (B.A. lll year)
Ishita Thakur (B.Sc. Il year)
Anita Sharma (B.Com. Ill year)

R AT

WD

318 TIRGAGHATH A AL (SRR BTAT ARG DT JARHA | F¥Bd <o [IRarer arofl Jr=r gRiET: |
AR <d AT fARa™d Urei= Faicdl 9 | daT: [ Se—{asi Bier: 31Reg [Ty forRedr: o | #9
g4 90T Wd U3g A¥hd daq AvhdA |

g <), dig g o
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For Dreamers Everywhere

Once again, | find myself looking up at the night sky
At the moon, the stars and all the things that shine
Not quite knowing why I’m doing so

| didn’t even realize when | escaped my room and
was floating around the night sky

For countless times, my mind drifts off chasing
the light on a starry night

At ease, finding peace

When anyone asks, | simply put on my usual mask
and say, nothing is wrong

But the stars know all along that | find solace
among them

So careless and free, | wonder why

Gunjan Thakur, B.A. 11 year

Corona Journal Entries

1. Corona A/c Dr. To China Alc
Being Corona enters China
2. Cold, Cough, Fever A/c Dr. To Corona Alc
Being effects of Corona in the human body
3. World A/c Dr. To Corona A/C
Being Corona spread across the whole world
4. Loss of life A/c Dr. To Corona A/C
Being people died due to Corona.

- Sujata Thakur, B.Com, 3rd year

¥ gfvr & et @ 2
ea H 9gd T B |

@ ¥ B &N I AF B |
THISTH H BH oAlS Sl goIsl ¢ |
TR g Haldlil H &H J8¢ S ¢ |
R & S A 7 8 &l 87

_ﬁmw’m'wﬁ A TG IR W &t A @ 7|

S, oM, g 9y
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T B o1 37T In the Lap of Nature
T XM 9= B g Traveling by the regular bus
g1 & BRI Bl T | One day | met a girl
T Bl R TR,
éﬂ"j‘ﬁ g @A o | Who was not from here
FIT? IoT UTal, Hferd TN, And though | felt some fear
AT & FAT AR ¥ THER S | |
| asked her, you are from where?

g XM 3719 gA B A9l |
SRTT U7 B B Tha] o | am an outsider, she replied
gIEgH T AT Pl Uiy But now an insider

i ’ For wandering for seven years
A1 f2fewr =1 faetarar o Iours | |
2 M L g Through the beauty of these mountains
Y fafr &1 o faume, ar O, Makes me want to live my whole life here
_9?% (Y o Bhanu Priya, B.A. | year
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The Story of Gara Durga

In ancient times, a stone shivling and a
sculpture of Nandi bull were found in Gushaini
after digging. Thus, the name Gushaini is derived
from Gosain, which is another name for Lord Shiv.
The villagers then built a temple and a sculpture
of the mother goddess, containing forms of
Mahishasurmardini and various other deities. This
temple exists to the present day and the goddess is
locally known as Gada Durga.

Once, the goddess appeared to a blacksmith
at a place called Shalwab and told him that she
desired to be worshipped in the temple of Sharchi
village. The blacksmith conveyed the message to
the Thakur of Sharchi. However, Lord Sheshnaag
was already housed in the village temple, and so
the goddess requested the deity to move to Jhutli
village nearby.

Thus established at Sharchi, the goddess’
worship was conducted by a priest who used to
come all the way from Bandal village. Eventually,
another temple for the goddess was constructed at
Bandal which too stands to this day. Ever since,
the mother’s palanquin travels from Bandal to
Gushaini each year on the day of the new moon in
the month of Bhadon (August-September). On this
day, the palanquin of Gada Durga is taken for a
dip in the Tirthan river, followed by all the
devotees who too take a bath in the holy waters.

Pallavi Thakur, B.A. | year
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Albert Einstein

Albert Einstein (1879 - 1955) received the
Nobel prize for physics in 1921, and is best known
for his path-breaking theories of special relativity
and general relativity. His most famous equation
is E = mc?, indicating that energy and mass are
different forms of the same thing, and that the
amount of energy in a piece of mass is the same as
the amount of the mass multiplied by the speed of
light squared. This is obviously a huge number
and it shows that even a miniscule mass of matter
contains large amounts of energy within itself.

Einstein was born at Ulm in Wurttemberg,
Germany on March 14, 1879. His family was Jew-
ish but was not very religious. When Einstein was
around four, his father gave him a magnetic com-
pass. The child became fascinated by the instru-
ment and wanted to understand how an invisible
force could make the needle move. Thus, he felt
inspired to explore the world through the study of
science and mathematics. Although he was
considered a dull student in school, Einstein stuck
to his interests and eventually became so famous
that his name is now used as a trope to denote
intelligence.

Kalpana, B.Sc. 111 Year
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The Nobel Prize

Since 1901, the Nobel Prize has been
awarded for outstanding achievements in
Physics, Chemistry, Medicine Physiology,
Literature and Peace. Making in 1968, the
Sveriges Riksbank prize in Economic Science
was established by Sveriges Riksbank in memory
of Alfred Nobel.

The Nobel Prize is an international award
which is administered by the Nobel Foundation
in Stockholm. The foundations of the prize were
laid in 1895. In this year, Alfred Nobel, who
invented dynamite, wrote his last will in which he
left most of his wealth to establish the Nobel Prize.
Nobel was not just an inventor. He was also a
scientist, author, entrepreneur and pacifist who
spoke against war. The Nobel Foundation was
established in 1900. It manages the assets
provided by Nobel for awarding the prizes. Each
prize includes a medal, a cash award and a
personal diploma. The Nobel Laureates also
present their Nobel lectures before a huge audi-
ence in the days preceding the award ceremony.

The Nobel prizes embody a lot of pres-
tige. In fact they are the most prestigious awards
in the designated fields. Except for the Nobel
Peace Prize, all the prizes are presented in
Stockholm, Sweden, at the annual Award
ceremony on December 10. This day is also the
anniversary of Nobel's death.

The Nobel Peace Prize and its recipients’
lectures are presented in Oslo on the same day.
The reason why the awards are presented in
Sweden and Norway is because both countries
were joined together in a personal union called
the Swedish— Norwegian union when Alfred Nobel
died.

Mahatma Gandhi was nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize five times between 1937 and
1948. He never received it however, and fell to
an assassin’s bullets on 30 January 1948, 2 days
before the closing date for the 1948 Peace prize
nominations.

That year the Peace prize was not
awarded as perhaps he had been the likely
choice. There is no Nobel Prize for Mathematics.
The Nobel Prize has been awarded to families
too with the Curie family winning the most (five).

-Yukta Thakur, B.Sc. lll year
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History of Maa Jalpa and Gadagusain Fair

The original abode of Maa Jalpa was at Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand. From there, the goddess first
came to Mandi via Kurukshetra in order to inaugurate the Shivratri celebrations that are now held each
year as a seven-day international festival. Continuing her journey from Mandi, Maa Jalpa was
enthroned at Hatkoti in Rohru, Shimla by the name of Maa Hateshwari. Thereafter, Maa Jalpa
travelled to Kamrunaag and finally Gadagusain.

Here, she is known to have killed the demon Mahishasur who lived in a pond at a place called
Rothalathach. After his death, the pond was drained out and filled with soil. Maa Jalpa then crossed
this Gadagusain Khad, which seperated the districts of Mandi and Kullu, and was finally enthroned at
a spot between Kholi Khad and Suketi on the border of Mandi. In 1961, the ancient temple was
demolished, giving way to a new building. Maa Jalpa then returned towards Gadagusain and
established herself at a place called Jufarkot.

While the goddess was thus enthroned at Gadagusain, the armed forces of King Jagat Singh
(1637-1663) of Kullu captured Fatehpur and were looking towards Jufarkot as their next challenge.
The Negi Alam of Jufarkot prayed to Maa Jalpa, and promised that he would celebrate a festival in her
name if she forced the king’s army back towards Kullu. This is exactly what happened as Jagat Singh’s
army was driven back by the heavy monsoons. Thus, the Gadagusain fair is celebrated to this day each
year towards the end of July.

Bhuvneshwari, B.A. 111 year
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The Walking Shark

Apart from being capable swimmers, the
epaulette sharks can also walk along the seafloor
and on land when necessary. They belong to the
hemiscyllium family which is the newest lineage
of sharks on earth. The hemiscylliidae belong to
the order Orectolobiformes, commonly known as
longtail carpet sharks or bamboo sharks. They are
relatively small sharks, with the largest specimens
reaching no more than 121 cm in length. They are
found in shallow waters of the tropical Indo-Pa-
cific region and were discovered in May 2022.

Gulshan, B.Sc. 111 year
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Horn Dance

The horn dance is a traditional folk dance
performed in the cold and dark nights of January in §
the valleys of Kullu district, including Banjar. It is g
said this dance was first organized to get rid of an %.°
evil king of Kullu. For once the king was mesmer-
ized by the dance, some of the people cut his throat
and killed him. The horn dance now continues to
this day in order to commemorate this event.

The dance is first performed in a temple
after which the performance goes door to door in
the village. There are generally six dancers, two of
whom perform as a deer by covering themselves with a single shawl and placing horns on the head of
the person in front. Two other dancers are dressed up as clowns while the last two perform as a man
and a woman.

- Pushplata, B.A. Il year
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Soft Skills

Soft skills are desirable qualities for
employment and career growth that do not depend
only on acquired knowledge but include common
sense, flexibility and the ability to deal with
different kinds of people. Communication is one
such key soft skill, requiring good command over
one’s language such that one knows how to use
the right words at the right place and the right time.

Thus in one sense, soft skills relate to who
people are rather than what they know, reflecting
through body language, personality, tone,
vocabulary, etc. For instance, even doctors require
soft skills as apart from their medical expertise,
they must have good listening skills and bedside
manners. Therefore, nowadays employers give
great importance to soft skills while selecting their
employees.

Some of the common skills that the
employers look for are as follows: positive
attitude, good communication skills, time
management abilities, problem-solving skills, team
spirit, and the ability to accept and learn from
criticism.

Anita Sharma, B.A. 11 year

Importance of English for Students

English is an international language and most people understand it across the world. Over time,

it has become a storehouse for all kinds of knowledge and so, more and more people are devoting their
time to study the English language. In many countries like India, English is a part of the school
curriculum from a very young age. This enables the students to overcome numerous obstacles in life as
it greatly expands their career prospects even at the global stage.

Given the rapid development of our times and the increasing competition, it is very important to
know English in order to stand out from the crowd. While there are thousands of languages in the
world, with countries having their own national languages, English serves as a common language so
that humans from across the globe can communicate with each other. Thus, it helps maintain interna-
tional relations along with helping in the growth of science, technology, business, education, tourism
and so on.

“Nothing is difficult in this world if you have a little courage.

You will change your dreams to reality if only you try a little.”

Anita Sharma, B.A. 1l year
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Status of Women in Society

In our society, questions have always been
raised regarding women’s independence and
self-reliance. While women have always been seen
as dependent, have we ever tried to know the
reasons for their dependence?

Women play a very important role in our
society, and we talk about women empowerment
a lot. However, the question is why do we need to
talk about it at all? Why do we never talk about
male empowerment? The life of women has
involved ups and downs since ancient times. For
instance, in the early Vedic period (1500 BCE to
1000 BCE) women were given all kinds of rights
and freedoms.

They held a dignified place in society and
had the right to education, along with equal rights
to property as well as freedom to participate in
public assemblies and committees.

According to the sources from that period,
women used to actively participate in religious and
cultural programs. They also used to participate in
yagyas alongside men and were allowed to study
the Vedas. Some women like Savitri, Yami, Apala
and Ghosha even composed several hymns in the
Vedas.

But gradually, superstitions and close-
mindedness spread in the society. Women were
kept away from education and other social work,
and their lives were confined to the four walls of
the house. Meanwhile the idea that it is the role of
men to fulfill external work or economic needs
gathered strength. In order to make the society
male-dominated, restrictions were imposed on
women like Sati Pratha, Child Marriage, Parda etc.
Superstitions were spread in the name of menstrua-
tion, which is a natural process that occurs in
women. Menstruating women were considered
impure and so, they were kept out of homes. If we
talk about the present, such superstitions still ex-
ist in rural areas where most of the population of
our country resides.

faust foran

Thus, to understand why women remain
dependent we need to look back in history and
understand that women were made dependent due
to such social and economic reasons, which took
away their freedom and authority, resulting in
patriarchal societies where the father remains the
head of the household with the authority to make
all the decisions. At present, campaigns like ‘Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao’ and “Women Empowerment’
are being run to make women self-reliant but in
spite of this we still find that the development and
participation of women is much less than men.
Talking about the post of Prime Minister, we find
that till date 15 Prime Ministers have been elected
out of which only one was female.

Such gaps are also dismissed by saying that
women have a habit of being dependent on others,
so how will they run the country? Such statements
obviously hurt the self-respect of women. After
seeing all these things, | believe that if such
discrimination had been prevented since ancient
times, then at present most of the women would
have been self-sufficient.

In conclusion, women are marginalized in
our country even after the purdah system and other
evils have been abolished. If we look at the politi-
cal level, even after getting reservation for women,
very little representation is achieved at panchayat,
state and national levels, which is a matter of con-
cern. Emphasis has to be laid on education so that
they become empowered and become aware of
their rights and duties. Various programs and their
effective implementation should be focussed upon
by the government to make women aware in rural
areas. This way, women can be introduced to the
schemes run by the government and they can also
contribute significantly towards the development
of the society. At present, if we really want to de-
velop in the world, then women must be economi-
cally empowered and represented equally in the
population.

Anjali Rana, B.A. | year
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Visiting Chehni Kothi

Chehni Kothi is a tall, wooden fortress
located in Chehni village. It is believed that this
kothi was builtin 17th century AD by king Dhadhu,
which is why it is also called Dhadhiya Kothi. The
fortress was originally seven storeys tall but the
Kangra earthquake of 1905 destroyed the top two
floors and so, only five levels remain now. The
height of Chehni Kothi is approximately 45 metres
and it is known to be the tallest temple tower of its
kind in the Western Himalayas.

Built in the traditional kath-kuni architec-
tural style with deodar wood and stone, the
fortress served as a defensive structure, providing
a vantage point for the surrounding villages in case
of an invasion. Due to this, the fortress did not
have a permanent staircase for entering. Instead, a
hanging wooden staircase was used which was
pulled up once everyone was inside. Although now,
a steep wooden staircase has been attached to the
tower, the villagers are very strict regarding who
can enter the tower. Outsiders are usually not
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permitted.

After climbing this steep set of stairs, one
enters a balcony. One can climb further up through
another staircase inside the tower that reaches all
the way to the top floor, which has a balcony
projecting all around it. Herein lies the temple
where idols of the local goddess are kept along
with her palanquin.

Another ancient temple known as the
Muralidhar Mandir, dedicated to Lord Krishna,
stands next to the fortress, containing Tankri (script
used for Dogri, Kangri, Chambyali, Kullvi and
many other Himalayan languages) inscriptions on
its walls. Another nearby temple worth visiting is
that of Lord Shringa Rishi, who is the presiding
deity of the Banjar region.

From Chehni, one can also walk to Miyagi
village for some breathtaking views of the
surrounding peaks. There is also a waterfall near
the village, beyond which one can even trek up to
Bashir village.

Durgeshwari, B.A. 1l year

The Devotion of Mathru

Once upon a time there was a man called Mathru living in Kanoun village in the Sainj region.

In this village whenever someone’s cow gave birth, the man of the house had to fast for three days
before offering ghee at the temple of the kuldevta (or clan deity), which stood on a high hill far away
from the village. Only then could the cow’s milk be used.

Thus, when a cow gave birth to a calf in Mathru’s house, he too fasted for three days before
proceeding towards the temple. The journey normally took about two days but since it had been
snowing, the trek was full of difficulties. At one point, Mathru kept slipping back to the same spot even
after numerous tries to climb the slope. Meanwhile, the snow kept falling. Mathru tried to reach the
temple for almost a week but remained unsuccessful.

In the end, being completely exhausted, Mathru made a shivling out of the snow and offered
ghee to it. He then prayed for forgiveness to his kuldevta, Lord Shiv for not being able to complete the
journey and died at the spot.

As a tribute to his devotion, the kuldevta’s temple miraculously slipped down from the top of
the hill to the very spot where Mathru’s corpse lay. The temple stands to this day and is known as the
Shiv temple of Dugha at Kanoun.

Jyoti Verma, B.A. Il Year
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A Memory of Love

It was a Sunday and there was nobody at
home except for my grandfather, my sister and me.
Back then, my sister was in the first class and |
was in the fifth. We were generally playing around
while my grandfather was busy making woolen
pattus on his handloom.

He was not very educated but at the time,
he was still one of the most knowledgeable people
inour village. The elders of the house used to seek
his advice in all family matters. Since | was very
close to him, | often used to ask him how
educated he was. He always laughed at the
question and answered that he had studied till the
sixteenth standard, so | also used to say that I shall
study till the sixteenth standard, not knowing what
it actually meant.

That Sunday, my sister and | had a fight. |
slapped her and she began crying loudly. Upon
finding out what had happened, grandfather looked
at me and started coming towards me with his
walking stick held high. I ran around the house
and he followed me. Initially I thought he was just
doing this for fun but when I turned back and saw
the anger in his eyes, | was thoroughly scared and
kept running with tears streaming from my eyes.
After our third round of the house, | suddenly
changed my direction and ran into my
grandmother’s room, locking the door from inside.
He asked me to open the door but I didn’t. After a
while, he seemed to go away but | was still crying
in the room, feeling guilty and embarrassed
because | had never seen my grandfather so angry.

Finally, | opened the door, still crying and
hiccupping. My Grandfather was still standing
there but his mood had changed, and as soon as he
saw me, he gave me a big hug and said, “Don’t do
that again. It’s bad manners. After all, she is your
sister and it’s your responsibility to teach her with
love.” He then gave me ten rupees and | felt over-
joyed.

Bhanu Priya
B.A. | year
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The Thakurs of Gushaini

After the mahapralaya, or the great
dissolution, a Thakur family had been living at a
place called Kot in Sungcha village (near
Gushaini). The Thakur patriarch didn’t have
children of his own, so he went to a place called
Tirath and prayed to Lord Brahma at the Hanskund
there. Pleased by the Thakur’s yagya, Brahma
revealed two baby girls from the waters of
Hanskund whose names were Jau and Sau.
Thereafter, more children were born to the Thakur
linege, eventually branching into 180 different
families.

With time, these Thakur descendants
began to lose faith in their ancestral deity Shri
Sankadik Rishi. The deity then prayed to Lord
Brahma, who hit the earth with his great hammer,
destroying several of the Thakur families along
with their properties. The remaining families
migrated to Tinder, Sainj, Dehori and Dushahd
while the patriarch, his wife and the divine
daughters moved to a place called Arsu near
Dethwa. The Thakur invited an artisan from
Sharchi village to build him a house. Pleased with
the artisan’s work, the Thakur granted him a boon.
The poor artisan simply said, “Give me jo-so
(anything) that you please.” Puzzled, the Thakur
thought that the artisan was asking for one of his
daughters, Jau and Sau. Bound by his word, the
Thakur then gave away Jau in marriage to the
artisan.

The artisan and his bride stopped near
Gushaini by the Tirthan river for the night. The
artisan began cooking while he sent her to the river
to fill water in his hookah. Jau was not happy with
the match, so she kept the hookah by the riverside
and merged into the waters. After a while, the
artisan himself came to check upon her and was
surprised to find the hookah but no trace of his
bride.

Pallavi Thakur, B.A. | year
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Mayjor Scientific Discoveries that changed the World Forever

Fire: Fire can occur in natural events, but the prehistoric discovery that humans could start a fire at
will and use it for cooking, warmth and burning was intrinsic to the development of homo sapiens, and
Is a key factor that separates them from other creatures. Fire is not only important from a practical
viewpoint, but also as a metaphysical concept and an intrinsic aspect of life.
Wheel: The first wheel was invented around 4500 BCE and used as a potter’s wheel. However, once
spoked wheels started being used for chariots (around 2200 — 1550 BCE), human transportation be-
came completely transformed.
Writing: The earliest forms of writing go back to the 4th millennium BC in Egypt where archaeolo-
gists have found hieroglyphics engraved on stones. Writing as a medium of record-keeping and
communication completely revolutionized the human world, as apart from many other things, they
could now transfer ideas across time and space.
Paper: Papermaking is associated with a Chinese official called Cai Lun during the Han Dynasty (202
BCE - 220 CE). Lun is said to have invented paper by using mulberry and other fibres along with
fishnets, old rags and hemp waste.
Heliocentric view of the world: In 1619, Johannes Kepler published the third law of planetary motion
which proved that the earth revolved around the sun instead of the other way round. This completely
changed the traditional Biblical worldview which believed earth to be the centre of creation, and also
helped to prove that the earth was not flat but circular.
Gravity: In 1687, Isaac Newton formalized the fundamental laws of gravity, which explained how
large objects could exert a force of attraction. He also proposed the three laws of motion, which
describe the relationship between different forces on objects.
Electromagnetism: In 1820, Danish scientist Hans Christian Orsted made investigations into the
relationship between electricity and magnetism. Orsted discovered that an electric current could de-
flect a magnetic compass, which later helped Michael Faraday to cause an electric current to flow
through a wire by using a magnet. Faraday found that a copper wheel passed througha  horseshoe
magnet could create a constant stream of electricity.
Theory of Evolution: Charles Darwin published his book, The Origin of Species in 1859. It described
the radical view that humans evolved from the animal kingdom, and that the world was much older
than previously thought. By the 1930s, his theory was widely accepted by the scientific community.
Theory of Relativity: It is one of the most groundbreaking discoveries ever made in the field of
physics. Albert Einstein’s theory mainly described the mechanics of fast-moving bodies travelling
almost at the speed of light. One of the key takeaways was that the perception of time depends on the
speed and relative motion of the perceiver, and that time travel is theoretically possible.

Shaurya Sharma, B.Sc. 111 year
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Amazing Scientific Facts

1. Why do ants carry dead ants?

This behavior has to do with the way ants
communicate with each other via chemicals. When
an ant dies, its body releases a chemical called
oleic acid. Ants carry dead bodies away to reduce
the risk of contamination or infection.

2. Otters hold hands while sleeping :

Otters sometimes hold hands while sleep-
Ing in the sea, so that they don’t drift apart.

3. Trees can communicate :

Acacia trees in Africa communicate with
each other. In case of an attack, they emit gases
(like ethylene) to alert other trees to produce the
toxin tannin, which protects them.

4. Why does rain smell good?

The smell of rain is caused by gases released
by freptomycetle bacteria in the earth in reaction
to rainwater. This smell is called petrichor.

5. Hottest place on the Earth :

Death Valley in California, USA holds the
record for the highest air temperature on the planet.
6. The mystery of earth’s oceans :

We have only explored less than 5% of the
earth’s oceans. In fact, we have better maps of Mars
than of the earth’s ocean floor.

7. Blue blood of octopus :

Octopuses have copper-based blood instead
of iron-based blood, which is why their blood is
blue instead of red.

8. Darkness for over two months :

In the town Barrow, located in Alaska
(USA), the sun sets in mid-November and rises
towards the end of January.

9. Eye color :

Reindeer eyes change colour with the
seasons. Their eyes turn blue in the winter to help
them see in the dark and return to a golden colour
in the spring and summer.

10. Wrinkled fingers after getting wet :

Our fingers get wrinkly in water because
such fingers would give us stronger grip on
slippery objects under water.

Lakshmi Negi, B.Sc. 11 Year
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Amazing medical facts about
the human body

- Ared blood cell can navigate through the entire

human body in under 20 seconds.

- We exercise at least 36 muscles while smiling.

- The human body makes around 0.5 to 1.5 liters

of saliva per day.

- Human teeth are almost as hard as rocks.

- Our brain contains over a hundred billion nerve

cells.

- A human kidney contains about 1 million neph-

rons that filter out wastes and harmful substances

from our blood.

- The adult human brain is about 20% of our total

body weight.

- A person can live without food for up to three

months, but only 2-3 days without water.
Himani Thakur, B.Sc. 111 year

Interesting Facts about the

Human Brain

- The brain serves as the center of the nervous
system in all vertebrate and most invertebrate
animals.
- Sixty percent of the human brain is made up of
fat.
- The brain isn’t fully formed until the age of 25.
- The brain’s storage capacity is considered vir-
tually unlimited.
- The brain information travels at an impressive
speed of 268 miles per hour.
- On average, the spinal cord stops growing at 4
years old.
- The spinal cord is the main source of
communication between the body and the brain.
- It is a myth that we only use 10 percent of our
brains.
- The adult human brain weighs around 1200-1400
grams.
- The human brain can generate up to 23 watts of
power.

Kanika Sood, B.Sc. 111 year
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Principal with non-teaching staff

% - [ &=
From Left To Right : Sh. Kamli, Sh. Joginder, Sh. Mohar Singh, Sh. Nihal Singh, Smt. Sandhya Devi,
Sh. Pyar Chand, Dr. Joginder Thakur (Principal), Smt. Dhanvanti Devi, Sh, Bhim Sain, Sh. Jest Ram

Principal with CSCA Members

s TR S

From Left To Right : Sh. Kanish Rana (Secretary), Miss Lancy (Joint Secretary.), Dr. Joginder Thakur
(Principal), Sh. Shaurya (President), Miss. Suman Verma (Vice President)






